On behalf of the Ornithological Society of Japan, I would like to express my great pleasure at the publication of this first edition of Ornithological Science. This is an international peer-reviewed journal that will be published twice yearly. The purposes of the journal are to promote ornithological studies in Japan and other Asian countries, and to facilitate the exchange of information between ornithological scientists working both inside and outside Asia.
activities, and increase the depth of our friendships.
This year, the Ornithological Society of Japan will celebrate its 90th anniversary. We now have about 1,200 members, and this number is increasing. Most members of the Society are Japanese. However, we encourage new members from many countries to join, particularly ornithological scientists working in Asian countries. We would like to broaden our research horizons, while forming as many friendships and collaborative working relationships as possible. With the publication of Ornithological Science, the Ornithological Society of Japan will enter into a new generation of its history. Ornithology in Japan, and ornithologists working there, will benefit from their area of interest and expertise becoming more open. This will facilitate an increasing level of connection with other ornithological scientists in Asia and around the world. Japan is a beautiful country with a diverse landscape including forests, mountains and islands, and has a lot of interesting areas for ornithological studies. It is my great pleasure to welcome visitors to our country to study birds, and also to enjoy birds through subscribing to Ornithological Science.
I sincerely hope that Ornithological Science will help build bridges connecting ornithological scientists from different countries. January 4, 2002 Hiroyoshi HIGUCHI President of the Ornithological Society of Japan
